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.-.;':·Littleton mourns, the 'loss' of another.'
prominent and highly respected dU­
zen. in the d~ath of .James William

Ir.eland, ~f the well-known firm ofThacher'1,;; Ireland, which occurred 'at
his home on Harwood' .avenue at 8.40
o'cloc~ W~dnesday evening" April 17.
Mr. Ireland had been suffering .l1rom
serious heart trouble for more. than
a year and a .half. Everything known
to .medicalskill had' been done for. his
comfort . and ·.recovery .. His' family,
too" had' watched over him arid ;given
·him.every attention that love and ..i.no:
telIigeuce .could prompt.

Although he r~alized his condH;ion
and knew. that his days welr'e'number­
ed, heinIDsted" on.-.attending daily. to
business 'at'the store. He went home,
a's:~usual. at 5.30 'O'clock Wedne'sday
evening" ate; lightly. sat in his easy
chair. read the paper, and feH asleep.
At 8.40 in the evening as he sat quiet,..
ly resting in his Morris chair.' hisd-e­
voted wife .and. children near; the end
came Iwdthout struggle and almost
without wa-rnlng.

The' funeral services will beheld
from his late hom~ at 1.30 o'clock this
afternoon. From· one' p. m. to" four p.
m. the 'DhacheJr & Irela:nd' stores and
probably other :places of bu.sines'S in
town will be· dos·ed. '

James William Ireland w.as born in
Wilmington, June 16, 1862. His age,
therefore, was 49 yrs. 10 mons. and
one day. W,hen a young lad he moved
with his parents and the other chil­
dren to Littleton·, which has ever since
been his home. He attended the pub­
li,c 'Schools ,of this town and after­
wards pursued a busines'scourse in
Worcester.' While still' in the teen's
Mr. lireland began the busines's oJ: his
life as an' employe of A. W. arid W.
H. ~8Jw'Yer,grocers, at West Littleton.
in which capacity he served for ten or
twelve years. He prov'ed his· fitnes'S
for that position by his faithfulness
and competency as clerk and unusual
ability as an accountant.

In July, 1890, the. deceased entered
into partnership with Josiah' P.
Thacher, then a clerk at Conant Coo's
store at W~st Littleton;, under the filrm
name of 'Dh8icher & Ireland. Into his
own bus'inesshe carried the same ex­
emplary principle·s that had' previou!)­
ly' characterized him-system, prompt­
ness, precision, courtesy, strict in­
tegrity and honor.

To that of business he added an es­
timable public car~lI'. For many
years he was a member of the board or
selectmen, assessors and overseers of
the poor, holding the office of chair­
man two years, at least. His interest
and loyalty to town affairs were be­
yond' critLcism. He ·has many times
served on the lrepubl1can to,wn com­
mittee, formerly as chairman, and the
pres'ent year as secr'etary and treas­
urer.

Business and civic affairs did not,
however, monopolize :his time and ac­
tivittes. He possessed a ke.en· s'ens'i~
of the demand:sof his soul, and his
belief in the church and the uplifting
influence of .its organizat10Ds was
manifested in .his pz:actiGe or' regular:
chUirlchattendance and aetive employ­
:t;.;·on ~tF.;~~jf&:·"iervice':·(;i<-M.;:i:iy:/.v.earsi.' .he;,.~~~, -~~"~'.d"~"":- ,,'. i.l .1'., ._,~··,t,;;t.~I~. ·I~•••.~'. , .. - .
~~elq;nlie:if?QfJ1c~:~~Of..::C~& !tr~~lpuJ;~n~
~.'".' '~:;·r,·,,··;te en~" .1t:"i1nfr-the.Back~lo."~"'~~"R'~iI,.~)?';:.""'fJ'·'i.'·';'-"~~·:... ;..... 'J h ... ~. ' D';""';'~ u:a',·; .. ,; ~;: e·" 0 n', ­
..C~:u.I~'~"t'f;t •.,,,,,t,W~.p'9~,,$':V;'?'1:'I ••• •.. ,M~.
;1e.c5!i"sn~~ikA~Y.>Qiif;'(~'i,wa~prfi~9f'rrty:~..ui£~"l~~fl'~"'·"';;'t;.?,,;"'}>Ij;t,~·~·,.,.>••·,,;,..,.~-\.i'''' <, ·rn ar an.cuurvu, ..anY',;_~pa•.·,••ure'J~o:m:
tOWJl,'Mr;·tl:elaIidi,' theii;~yic~:;'p~${denji
of the· B!wk':'log,:,:society,·filled::tou'f.·:i.Iie
unexptred term as president.. , ,;\\.'.B{

His' h>ya,ltywas ·.~1:so:falt· iIi;;th~:
Nashobahlo:dge.of ,OddfeIlowsj th~
Oal€b Butler )~d~'e ,ot, ~~so~s and the
Eastern Star'. '.... '.' i;." . i ..· ...::-·

AlthoUq'h Mr.. i Irel;and's.,: int~l'ests'
rea-9'hed .Ol).t.in many ..dIrections, J,rls
highest deyotion. was, to. his home· and.
family. arid It was :there· that most of
his' time. was s-pent, after. he .left :t1ie
store. A most indulgent .,husband and
father, he was ever prQmpt 'andhappy
infurIitiShing. whatev'er' '.might' a'dd.·;to
th.e comfort· and jOysot his household.
As friend and neigh'bdr h~. w~ aJways
ready to do a kind deed and' a. gener­
ous act; By al'lwhO:"khew"him 'his
memory:wlill ever"be cherighed'and' his
name enrolled on the ta;bl'et of th~ pure
and und.efiled;the uprIght,cOl1rag.e:ous
and the' trul!y just>:·: ,':'.: ..::,.::";

Mr.!reland·was· married Ju~e.,20,
1883, to MIss Ada' H. Whitcomb.;;cif.this
town. To' them ~were born~.four,. chil.,.
dren~Mary B.; who is. now Mrs•. G.
Frank Hibbard of Ayer; .Harry. W.,
whq helps conduct his' father's I busi­
nes's; Rachel aud James William, jr.,
at -home. Besid€s these he' leaves a
gl'anddaughteJl'" three .. sisters---Mrs.
George A. Ed'iardls and Mrs.. Arthur
Stevens, both of Salem, and .Mrs. El­
mer Hendley of Pepperell, and .three
brothers-John W. of. Concord. Wil­
lard F. of .Lowell and George H. of
Somervme.
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