[bookmark: _GoBack]Benthic Mats Used for Aquatic Plant Management at Shoreline Sites on Forge Pond
Mass. DEP file numbers 204-0962 (Littleton) and 334-1794 (Westford)


Proposal to increase allowed size of benthic mats used in the pilot project
December 2022

After the pilot project experience during the summer of 2022, many of the project participants feel that the 600 sq ft mat size currently allowed is not sufficient to provide the desired clearing of plants for swimming areas and boat access, and they would be interested in using larger mats in the future. We request that the maximum size for the benthic mats be increased to 2,000 sq ft. If mats smaller than this size are used, they could be moved to cover additional area at the site, but in any case the total area covered at a site over the season would not exceed 2,000 sq ft.

For reference, the state’s Generic Environmental Impact Report on Eutrophication and Aquatic Plant Management in Massachusetts identifies benthic mats as appropriate for plant management in lakes when covering up to 10% of the lake area. If benthic mats of 2,000 sq ft were used at the 7 current sites, this would amount to 0.16% of the lake area. If benthic mats of 2,000 sq ft were eventually used on up to 25 waterfronts (about one quarter of the developed lots on the lake) this would amount to 0.6% of the lake area.
