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Littleton, Massachusetts 01460

Petitioner: Gregory and Amy Plante

Property Address: 18 Tadmuck Trail
Case No.: #898A
Date Filed: July 19, 2018

The Littleton Zoning Board of Appeals (The Board) conducted a public hearing on
August 21, 2018 at the Littleton Fire Station, Community Room at 20 Foster Street on the
petition of Gregory and Amy Plante for a variance pursuant to the Town of Littleton
Zoning Bylaw Section 173-31 Intensity of Use Schedule for a proposed front deck at 18
Tadmuck Trail. Notice of the hearing was published in the Littleton Independent, a
newspaper circulated in Littleton, on August 2 and August 9, 2018 and by mail to all
abutters and parties in interest. Present and voting were Sherrill Gould, Chair, Jeff Yates,
Co-Chair, Alan Bell, Clerk, Rod Stewart, Member and Jillian Shaw, appointed Alternate.
Present but not voting was Kitty O’Connor, Alternate.

The petitioner, Gregory Plante, presented the following:

SUBMITTALS:

® Proposed Plot Plan in Littleton, Massachusetts by Stamski and McNary, Inc., engineer
surveyors, Certified by Joseph March, dated July 2, 2018, showing the proposed deck
and rear setback of 5.2 feet.

* Adrawing of the proposed deck showing the shape, dimensions and tentative locations
of the footings and the present location of the septic tank.

® Photographs of the present deck

e Statement of the objective of the proposed modification.

The Assistant Zoning Officer submitted a written description of the request and the
declaration that there is no record in the Building Department of the existing deck having
been permitted. Otherwise she offered no further comment.

A member of the Nashoba Health Department sent the petitioner a correspondence
critical of the proposal stating that the proposed project would make access to the septic
system difficult in the future.

No abutters were present, but one written message from an abutter in support of the
petition was entered into the record.

DESCRIPTION:
® Proposed deck would replace the existing deck and would measure 12 feet wide by 16
feet long.

* The deck would extend to 5.2 feet from the rear line of the property.
® Stairs would be built on either side of the deck with the rear edge starting 42 inches
from the house and extending 42 inches toward the front property line.
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¢ The proposed posts for the footings of the deck would be approximately 26 inches from
the septic tank.

FINDINGS: The Board made the following findings:

1. Modifications could be made to the proposed length of the deck without compromising
the integrity of the proposed structure.

2. The size of the lot is a challenge and the location of the leaching field and short
dimension of the front setback restrict the petitioners from placing the deck in those
locations.

3. The site is appropriate and no significant nuisance, hazard or congestion will be created
and there will be no substantial harm to the neighborhood or derogation from the
intent of the bylaw.

DECISION:

The Board voted unanimously to GRANT under Section 173-1 0B(2) of the Town of
Littleton Zoning Bylaws, a Variance to construct a 12x14 foot deck, not closer that 7feet
from the from property line.

Appeals, if any, shall be made pursuant to M.G.L. C. 40A, Section 17 and shall be filed
within 20 days after the date of filing of this decision in the Office of the Town Clerk.
The Variance will not take effect until a copy of the Decision bearing the certificate of
the Town Clerk is recorded with the Middlesex District Registry of Deeds in accordance
with the provisions of M.G.L. C. 40A, Section 11 and 15 stating that 20 days have
elapsed after the Decision has been filed in the Office of the Town Clerk and no appeal
has been filed, or if such appeal has been filed it has been dismissed or denied.

If the rights authorized by this Variance are not exercised within one (1) year from the
date of granting it shall elapse in accordance with the provisions of M.G.L. C. 40A
Section 10. >

Signed: m /?u

Alan Bell, Clerk -
Date: 8'/%( .// 4

Book: 67064 Page: 431

I hereby signify that (20) days have elapsed since the filing of the above Decision by the
Board of Appeals and that no appeal concerning said decision has been filed or that any
appeal that has been filed has been dismissed or denied.

True Copy attest: Town Clerk,
Littleton, Massachusetts
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Residential Property $200 filing fee + $75 recording fee + $25 abutter list = $ 300 to Town of Littleton

Commercial Property $350 filing fee + $75 recording fee + $25 abutter list

Comprehensive Permit
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$1000 + $100/unit over 10 units
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Legal Notice publication fee to be paidugrior to opening the hearing

ADDITIONAL FEES: ALL APPLICATIONS:
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7/16/18

Gregory Plante
18 Tadmuck Trail
Littleton, MA 01460

Sherrill Gould

Zoning Board of Appeals
37 Shattuck Street
Littleton, MA 01460

Dear Ms. Gould and Members of the Zoning Board,

My family and | are requesting a variance from the Littleton Bylaw 173-10B(2). We moved to Littleton in
April 2016 to 18 Tadmuck Trail. During the inspection, it was noted that the deck off the side of our
home, which leads to the main entrance of the house, would need some repair. When we inquired
further this Spring, we learned that this deck is not permitted. Upon further inspection, the deck is not
built according to code, as it sits on cinder blocks and not on posts. This is because of the septic system
and/or the components of it, which is on this side of the house. In order to build a deck, we would need
to cantilever from the posts to maintain access to the system.

I have submitted an application for a permit, but need to request a reduced side setback to 5 feet, 2
inches (see certified plot plan). This would allow us to dig the posts the furthest away from the septic
tank as possible. The deck will be 12 feet by 16 feet, which is a typical size for our neighborhood. As
stated above, this deck will function as part of the main access to our house. Our lot is atypical, as it is
7500 square feet. The side of the house that the proposed deck may be built abuts an undeveloped,
forested lot, and will not change the character of the neighborhood or obstruct in any way our
neighbors’ access or view. The septic system is functioning fine, and moving the system would be a
financial hardship for any homeowner. Building the deck the size that | propose will allow for the
footings to be placed in manner that does not disturb its functioning.

Therefore, | am requesting a variance owing to circumstances related to the topography, soil, and/or
financial hardship. | hope that our request will be considered and we can begin construction this
summer on a deck that serves as the main entrance to our home, that leaves the septic system
undisturbed, and that considers the irregular shape/size of our lot.

Sincerely,

Gregory Plante
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