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Littleton Station 40R – Master Plan

Reflects Littleton’s Planning Goals 
and Objectives 

• Supports implementation of 
the Littleton Master Plan

Master Plan Implementation

#11 Planned Growth: Prepare an area plan 
for parcels in the vicinity of the Taylor/Foster 
Street intersection and modify zoning to 
implement the plan.

#13 Planned Growth: Allow greater density in 
recognized Activity Areas [such as] near the 
train station.



“We need to ensure as we grow that 
Littleton provides a range of housing 
for people who want to continue to 
reside here, work here, or become 
Littleton residents.”

“The location and combination of 
regional road and rail access provides 
an extraordinary opportunity for 
Littleton to promote more coherent, 
economically successful future for the 
area. By focusing on transit-oriented 
development, the Town can 
encourage a lively mix of homes, 
businesses, and amenities within an 
attractive, walkable neighborhood. “

Reflects Littleton’s Planning Goals 
and Objectives 

• Advances the Littleton Station 
Village Vision Plan

Littleton Station 40R – Littleton Station Village Vision Plan



Littleton Station 40R – Littleton Station Village Vision Plan

Public Outreach



Littleton Station 40R – How to support the vision

Regulatory Options: 
• Special Permit 40A Process
• 40R Smart Growth District

Design Guidelines Planning Board 
Vote Needed

Incentive 
Payments

Special Permit  
40A Process 

Optional Supermajority None

40R Smart Growth 
District 

Yes Majority $3,000 per 
housing unit

Questions: 
How will Littleton invest the incentive payments?
How will wastewater be addressed? 
What about District Improvement Financing (DIF)?
What about State grants?





Littleton Station 40R District Design Standards

Guiding Principles

1. Reflects Littleton’s Planning 
Goals and Objectives 
• Supports implementation of 

the Littleton Master Plan
• Advances the Littleton 

Station Village Vision Plan



Littleton Station 40R District Design Standards

Guiding Principles

2. Connects to and enhances the 
train station and facilities
• New Streets, multiuse paths 

and pedestrian ways connect 
to the station

• Integrates station and parking 
into overall design



Littleton Station 40R District Design Standards

Guiding Principles

3. Enhances Littleton’s Visual Character 
and Quality of Life
• Complements local traditions in 

architecture and landscape
• Preserves important architectural 

and site features
• Supports Littleton’s quality of life



Littleton Station 40R District Design Standards

Guiding Principles

4. Organized around the shared 
space of the public realm
• A unified network of 

walkable streets, greenways 
and public spaces

• Connected to surrounding 
streets and neighborhoods 

• A clear, legible hierarchy of 
street types

• Buildings relate to and 
reinforce the streetscape



Littleton Station 40R District Design Standards

Guiding Principles

5. Supports Social, Economic and 
Environmental Sustainability
• Protects and enhances the natural 

environment
• Mixed uses within a compact, efficient 

footprint
• Supports diverse transportation choices
• Supports diverse housing choices
• Energy-efficient design and materials
• Meets LEED or other environmental 

performance standards



Guiding Principles: 
what are we trying   
to achieve?

Specific Standards: 
What is required?

Examples: what 
approach will meet 
the standard? 



40R Process  

• Draft 40R Zoning Bylaw and Design Guidelines
• Preliminary public hearing
• Application to DHCD
• DHCD issues Letter of Eligibility
• Local Zoning Adoption
• Evidence of Adoption
• DHCD Letter of Approval
• Local Project Approval
• Ongoing Reporting and Documentation



Application Requirements

• Location Map of Proposed District 
and Subdistricts, if any.

• Map showing land Developable Land 
within the district

• Map showing Existing and Potential 
Homes under Underlying Zoning

• Smart Growth Plan 
• Proposed Zoning Bylaw, Zoning Map 

and Design Standards
• Comprehensive Housing Plan



Approval Requirements

• Eligible Location
• Density of 8, 12, 20 Units/Acre
• Affordable: 25% Units < 80% AMI
• Plan Review Process
• Designed for Diverse Populations
• No Moratorium
• Occupancy Restrictions
• Fair Housing Compliance
• Infrastructure Plan
• Overlay Zoning is All-Inclusive



40R Smart Growth Team

Design Guidelines:
Peter Flinker
Dodson & Flinker

Mapping and DHCD Application:
Mark Racicot, Lily Perkins-High; Alyssa Kogan
MAPC

Policy Guidance:
Delisa Laterzo, Chair
Matthew Nordhaus, Vice Chair
Mark Montanari and Chuck DeCoste, Members
Littleton Station Area Committee

Public Input:
Littleton residents, stakeholders

We’re asking for 
your input and 
your support at 
Town Meeting.



Questions? Comments?
Maren Toohill, Town Planner 
MToohill@littletonma.org
978-540-2425

Joseph Laydon, Assistant Town Administrator
Jlaydon@littletonMA.org
978-540-2463
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